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The Curler’s Creed
I will play the game with a spirit of good sportsmanship.

I will conduct myself in an honorable manner both on and off the ice.

I will never knowingly break a rule but if I do so, I will divulge the breach.

I will take no action that could be interpreted as an attempt to intimidate or 
demean my opponents, team-mates or officials.

I will interpret the rules in an impartial manner always keeping in mind that 
the purpose of the rules is to ensure that the game is played in an orderly 
and fair manner.

Meaford Curling Club 
130 Collingwood St., 

Meaford, ON N4L 1M1

519-538-2002
www.meafordcurling.ca



Welcome 
To The Meaford Curling Club

We would like to extend a warm welcome to you as a new or prospective member of the Meaford 
Curling Club. As you probably know, curling is a very popular sport not only in our local area of 
Meaford, but in the provincial, national and international forum as well. Curling is recognized as 
an excellent form of physical fitness, yet does not demand the exertion required by some other 
sports. Furthermore, it is a social sport which allows you to meet new people with similar interests 
and hopefully to cultivate long-term friendships. We are very pleased to have you join us.

As a full club member, you will join your fellow curlers as part owner of our local facility, for the MCC 
is membership owned (Further explanation later). The members operate, maintain and govern the 
policies of this club. You will become a vital part of this non-profit organization and be involved in its 
sustainability and future direction. The club also provides rentals of the lounge, meeting rooms and 
arena for various groups throughout the year. Club members can obtain a special rate provided this 
is for their own event at which they will be present. Ask for details.

Some of the Benefits of Curling
•	 Curling	is	affordable,	and	there	are	reduced	rates	for	new	curlers.

•	 For	those	who	go	south,	we	have	a	snowbird	special,	so	you	need	pay	for	only	one	draw.

•	 We	have	a	special	rate	for	those	who	wish	to	curl	for	one	evening	only	per	week. 
However, should you choose this rate, you may not spare for any other games.

•	 Limited	mobility	is	not	a	problem.	 
If you cannot curl from the hack position, you can use a push stick.

•	 Full	membership	guarantees	you	can	curl	as	many	or	as	few	games	as	you	wish	each	week.

•	 You	can	play	as	hard	or	as	gently	as	you	find	comfortable.

•	 This	is	a	great	way	to	keep	fit.	Curling	is	good	exercise	without	being	too	strenuous.

•	 All	ages	can	take	part.

•	 This	is	a	very	social	game,	and	you	will	meet	lots	of	interesting	people. 
After the game, the tradition is that winners buy their opposing number a drink and the loser 
responds by buying the next drink.

•	 Games	are	available	both	daytime	and	evenings.

•	 You	can	participate	alone	or	with	a	spouse	or	friend.

•	 There	are	fun	league	games,	and	bonspiels	if	you	feel	like	something	more	competitive.

•	 This	is	a	great	way	to	stay	active	during	the	winter	months	with	a	game	that	is	both	fun	and	
challenging.

•	 Curlers	of	all	skill	levels	can	play	on	the	same	team,	because	everyone	makes	a	contribution	
to the team’s success.
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What The Club Offers You As A Member
Once you become a full member of this organization, MCC offers the following:

•		 You	will	become	part	owner	of	the	MCC	and	its	facility.	It	is	membership	owned	and	operated.

•		 You	will	become	a	voting	member	of	this	club	and	play	a	vital	part	in	its	elections,	operation,	
maintenance and sustainability. Your opinions and involvement will be welcomed. You can 
participate in all social events and become a member of the board of directors where policy 
change is more easily effected, and can get involved or assist in any of the many areas, both 
functional and promotional, that have kept this club active.

•		 There	are	four	sheets	of	ice	to	play	on,	and	these	are	maintained	to	meet	top	quality	
standards, with a viewing location from the lounge. The lounge includes a bar and a 
boardroom for club operations and meetings. A full kitchen is available for use in catering 
various events. Change rooms and washrooms are located downstairs.

•		 The	club	is	fully	wheelchair	accessible.

•		 You	have	many	options	with	respect	to	types	of	teams	and	times/dates	during	which	you	
can	curl.	The	club	offers	unlimited	curling,	providing	of	course	that	you	play	during	the	times/
days open to the particular team(s) that you have chosen. You will find the various times and 
leagues	in	our	Curling	Club	Directory.	Your	name	will	be	placed	on	a	team	list/schedule	based	
on your league of choice as indicated on your registration form. Your team skip will contact 
you,	provide	you	with	a	schedule	and	inform	you	as	to	the	date/time	of	your	first	game.

•		 Mixed	Curling	is	more	focused	as	a	social	event	and	Friday	Night	Mixed	is	a	great	opportunity	
for you and your spouse to spend an enjoyable evening curling and socializing with friends. 
Friday Night Mixed is only six ends as opposed to the regular eight end games for other draws. 
We ask that no children come to the Friday Night Mixed as it is a social night for adults only.

•		 At	the	beginning	of	the	curling	season,	the	club	offers	a	free	curling	clinic	for	new	members,	
and veteran members who would like a refresher course. This clinic will enable you to gain an 
understanding of the game rules and etiquette. In addition, there will be a practice week with 
the rink being open every evening from 7 - 9 pm to come and throw a few rocks.

•		 Initially,	the	club	will	provide	you	with	loaned	brooms	and	sliders	to	use	until	such	time	as	you	
feel comfortable with the game and decide to obtain your own personal equipment. However, 
thereafter there will be a charge of $1.00 per game for the rental of a broom.

•		 Club	lockers	are	available	to	you	for	a	small	fee	(rates	in	our	Directory),	so	that	you	may	safely	
leave and store your equipment at the club. Some members share a locker.

•		 The	club	maintains	an	operating	bar	during	all	scheduled	curling	times	after	11:00	am.	Costs	at	
the bar are very reasonable. Non-alcoholic & alcoholic beverages and snacks are available.

•		 Only	Club	members	who	are	‘Smart	Serve’	qualified	are	permitted	by	law	to	go	behind	the	
bar. This rule applies to all periods including regular curling nights. The curling club will pay for 
you	to	get	‘Smart	Serve’	certification	if	you	wish.	This	is	easily	obtainable	on-line.	Speak	to	the	
head barman for details.

•		 You	will	have	a	vote	and	say	in	the	current	and	future	operations	of	the	club.

•		 You	can	volunteer	for	any	activity,	including	becoming	a	member	of	the	Board	of	Directors.

•		 As	a	member,	you	have	access	to	the	club	at	any	time	of	the	day	or	year.	If	ice	is	available,	
you can come in to practise or bring in some friends to give them a feel for the game, but you 
must clear this with our ice man ahead of time. Members can also get reduced lease rates if 
they wish to utilize the facility for family bonspiels or hall rentals. You can even just go up to the 
lounge and watch TV via our satellite dish.
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•		 You	can	participate	in	any	of	the	social	events	that	are	scheduled	throughout	the	year.	 
Club members organize these events. 

•		 After	each	game,	you	have	an	opportunity	to	socialize	with	both	your	team	mates	and	the	
opposing team before heading home.

•		 The	Skips	as	well	as	the	members	of	the	club	are	available	to	respond	to	any	of	your	questions	
or	concerns.	You	may	also	have	your	suggestions	and/or	concerns	addressed	by	the	Board	of	
Directors to ensure that your experience at the club remains enjoyable.

•		 A	Junior	program	is	available.	Students	up	to	19	years	of	age	and	in	high	school	can	curl	at	a	
very reasonable cost. We also run a kids programme. Ask for details.

•		 As	a	member	of	the	MCC,	you	become	a	member	of	the	Ontario	Curling	Association	(OCA)	
and the Canadian Curling Association (CCA). With this membership, you can participate in 
OCA curling events for a very small fee.

•		 You	will	be	given,	at	no	charge,	a	name	badge	that	we	would	like	you	to	wear	when	you	are	
curling or at the club facility. Then, everyone will get to know you much more quickly and easily.

•		 The	MCC	Board	of	Directors	will	keep	you	informed	as	to	all	events	&	operations,	via	the	
club’s communication board, by occasionally issuing information packages or by Rock Talk - 
our	house	magazine.	You	are	also	encouraged	to	attend	the	Annual	General	Meeting	that	is	
held each year. This will give you an opportunity to learn what your board of directors is doing, 
provide any input you may have concerning the topic at hand, express any concerns that you 
may have and suggest any improvements that you would like to see.

•		 There	are	two	registration	open	house	nights	at	the	Curling	Club	each	October	prior	to	the	
start of the curling season. Ads will be placed in the local paper and will be noted on the 
Chamber of Commerce public board at the eastern end of Meaford. Registration forms will be 
available during these evenings. Should you wish to receive an early registration package, the 
names	and	phone	numbers	of	the	Board	members	are	listed	in	our	club	directory,	or	you	may	
download one from our web page. (www.meafordcurling.ca)

What You Offer The Club As A Member
•		 Since	the	MCC	is	member	owned	and	operated,	the	members	themselves	must	manage	and	

maintain the facility as well as organize its sporting and social events. Hence, all members 
are expected to complete a minimum of six hours of volunteer work duty over the course of 
the year. There are many ways of fulfilling this requirement for there is always work to do. The 
various jobs are described in the orientation section of this package. The more time you can 
afford, the better it is for the club, so please get involved. This is your club and your facility. 
Your assistance and support are necessary to ensure its sustained operation and all members 
should contribute equally and do their fair share.

•		 Second	year	Club	members	are	required	to	own	a	$100	non-interest	bearing	bond	in	Meaford	
Curling Club. Payment may be made over a period of two consecutive curling years, with not 
less than fifty ($50) dollars being paid each year.  The bond payment (partial or full) entitles a 
member, with fully paid membership dues, to vote and become a Director of the MCC board.
The bond is non-transferrable and is redeemable by the MCC under the following conditions:

 1. In the event of the death of a member.

	 2.	 In	the	event	the	member	does	not	wish	to	renew	his/her	membership,	the	purchase	price	
will be paid to the member on or about November 30th, following receipt by the MCC of the 
former member’s written request. The written request must be received within two years of the 
termination of membership.

 Partially paid bonds are not redeemable.
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Club Orientation - What You Need To Know

•		 Please	see	the	fee	schedules	which	are	listed	in	our	directory	for	the	different	options.	 
If you require further explanation, please do not hesitate to contact a club member.  
The weekly schedule and bonspiels are also listed in the directory.

•		 Be	sure	to	sign	up	for	events	in	which	you	wish	to	participate	throughout	the	year.	 
Relevant information will be posted around the club. 

•		 At	the	end	of	each	draw,	sign	up	sheets	will	be	posted	on	the	bulletin	board	well	ahead	of	time	
for	the	next	draw.	Curlers	must	re-register	so	that	the	schedulers	can	organize	the	teams.	Be	
sure to sign up early. If you delay, there may be insufficient room on the teams to include you, 
and	you	may	be	listed	as	a	‘spare’.	All	members	are	encouraged	to	check	the	bulletin	board	
frequently to ensure they are aware of all current events.. There are three draws in all leagues 
except the Skips Choice League in which members sign up for the entire season.  
All lists (i.e. Ladies, Men and Mixed) will be posted on the appropriate bulletin board.

•		 You	are	encouraged	to	attend	the	New	Curlers	Clinic	at	the	start	of	the	season.	This	is	a	free	
clinic which will allow you to obtain an overview of the rules of the game, an explanation of 
Hog Line rules, sweeping rules, positions etc., and a brief description of the rules of etiquette. 
Do not hesitate to contact your skip – or any veteran curling member - should you need further 
explanations or clarification on any point, they will be pleased to help you out.

•		 The	club	maintains	a	bulletin	board	downstairs	
in the hallway which shows general 
announcements and upcoming bonspiels 
at other clubs. The bulletin board where 
upcoming schedules are posted is in the main 
lounge to the right of the bar.

•		 This	is	a	volunteer-run	club	and	can	only	
survive with the help of willing people. We 
always need bartenders and kitchen staff.  
A bar volunteer schedule for bonspiels is 
posted beside the bar. Team members are also 
required to bartend on a regular basis, and this 
is noted on the team schedule. A kitchen schedule is posted in the kitchen. We also encourage 
people to let us know what skills they possess which might be of assistance to the club.

•		 Copies	of	the	curling	schedules	are	located	in	mail	slots	located	in	the	main	lounge	beside	the	
bar, and all those with e-mail will also receive a copy by this method.

•		 Our	Curling	Club	Directory	is	a	storehouse	of	information.	In	it	you	will	find	annual	fees,	
room rentals, directors phone numbers, weekly schedules, the season bonspiels and events 
schedule, not to mention members phone numbers. We wish to point out that this information 
is to be used solely for personal reasons. We do not disseminate information for any purpose 
other than that which is curling related.

•		 We	depend	to	a	great	extent	upon	our	advertisers	and	sponsors	for	our	financial	survival,	and	
we urge all members to support these businesses whenever possible.

•		 Please	make	yourself	at	home.	This	is	your	club.	If	you	have	any	membership	issues,	please	
contact the club’s Chairman.
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Curling Practice and Etiquette

In	addition	to	the	Rules	of	the	Game	there	are	unwritten	rules	of	etiquette	that	every	conscientious	
curler observes. These rules ensure that each game is conducted in an orderly and fair manner 
while maintaining the spirit of good sportsmanship that is a historic part of the game of curling.

•		 Don’t	be	late.	When	you	are	scheduled	to	play	a	game,	be	ready	to	step	on	the	ice	at	the	
designated time. When you are late, you are holding up the seven other curlers playing the 
game. If for an unavoidable reason you cannot play, every effort should be made to find your 
own spare, and to let your skip know who is substituting for you. If you can see you are going 
to	be	late,	let	your	skip	know	as	soon	as	possible	so	he/she	can	take	the	appropriate	action.

•		 When	you	are	the	skip	and	your	team	is	unable	to	
play a scheduled game or event, common courtesy 
requires you to advise the skip of the opposing rink as 
soon as possible.

•		 As	soon	as	you	arrive	on	the	ice	where	you	are	going	
to play, greet each member of the opposing team with 
a	handshake,	introduce	yourself	and	wish	him/her	
‘good	curling’.

•		 Once	a	game	has	started	do	not	disturb	a	curler	in	the	
hack. Do not walk or run across the ice. Stand quietly. 
This makes it easier for the curler to concentrate on 
his/her	shot.

•		 Be	ready	to	take	your	position	in	the	hack	as	soon	as	
your	opponent	has	delivered	his/her	stone.	This	will	
speed up the game.

•		 Do	not	get	in	the	way	of	the	opposing	sweepers,	and	when	awaiting	your	turn,	do	not	hold	your	
broom so that it projects into the line of sight of the curler in the hack.

•		 When	it	is	the	turn	of	the	opposing	team	to	throw,	they	have	possession	of	the	house,	and	all	
others must remain clear.

•		 Be	ready	to	sweep	immediately	after	your	teammate	releases	the	rock,	but	only	do	so	if	
requested, or if it can be seen that the thrown rock is too light. When brushing, the motion 
should be directly in front of the rock and directly in the line of travel. It should also be 
perpendicular to the line of travel. Any brushing to the side of the line of travel has no effect 
whatsoever.

•	 Only	the	skip	and	vice	are	allowed	behind	the	house	when	an	opposing	team	member	is	
preparing to make a shot. Sweepers must remain between the hog lines.

•		 Skips	should	remain	motionless	behind	the	back	line	when	an	opposition	member	is	in	the	
hack, with their broom handle held at an angle.

•		 Be	quick	to	compliment	a	good	shot	made	by	either	side.	A	courteous	curler	never	makes	an	
adverse remark about a poor shot or smiles at an opponent’s misfortune.

•		 At	the	end	of	a	game	-	win	or	lose	-	shake	the	hand	of	each	of	the	opposing	team	and	thank	
them for the game. Traditionally, the winners buy their opposite number a drink and the losing 
team will reciprocate with the next drink.

•		 During	the	play	of	any	stone,	keep	your	eye	and	mind	on	your	own	sheet,	not	the	next.

•		 Leads	or	seconds	should	see	that	your	skip’s	rock	is	by	the	hack	ready	for	delivery	to	ensure	
speedy play.
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•		 Do	not	drop	rocks	as	this	makes	holes	in	the	ice,	
which are very hard to repair.

•		 Care	should	be	exercised	to	see	that	moving	rocks	
do not hit the hacks. Hacks are secured in the ice 
and frequent misuse will cause damage.

•		 After	the	last	rock	is	delivered,	wait	until	the	Vices	
have decided which team has scored before moving 
into the house, then quickly move in and assist the 
others in clearing the house and sorting the rocks.

•		 Be	very	careful	when	sweeping	to	not	touch	or	hit	the	
rock with your person or equipment. This is called 
a	’Burned	Rock’.	If	you	burn	a	rock,	yell	out	that	the	
rock is burned and let the skips decide whether it will 
continue its play or for it to be removed.

•		 While	watching	a	final	rock	being	played,	players	
sometimes are inclined to gather around the house. 
If watching, the players must remain between the hog lines even on last shots.

•		 When	returning	down	the	ice	from	having	just	swept	a	shot,	walk	in	single	file	along	the	edge	
of the sheet so as not to obstruct the line of sight for the next curler. 

•	 If	you	observe	these	courtesies	then	you	and	and	the	curlers	you	play	with	will	derive	greater	
enjoyment from the game. 
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Positions and Responsibilities of Team Members

To assist you in enjoying your curling experience, the following outlines information regarding the 
individual position responsibilities and the position of players on the ice during a curling game.

Leads and Seconds

Set rocks up for your skip.

Sweepers determine if rock needs sweeping on draw shots, unless asked otherwise by the skip or 
vice at the receiving end.

When	brushing,	tell	your	skip	if	the	rock	is	light	or	heavy	as	he/she	is	watching	the	line	of	the	rock.

Everyone must watch the ice to see if it draws a lot or runs straight.

When Vices have decided who has won the end, get the rocks into the comer as fast as you can.  
The	lead	should	get	in	the	hack	ready	to	deliver	his/her	rock.

Do NOT move any rocks until the Vice indicates the end has been decided.

Stand still with broom off the ice when opponent is delivering. Do not distract your opponent.

The lead and second are very important to a team, since it is their shots which determine how the 
skip is going to call an end.

Only Vices are allowed in the house on measures - this eliminates rocks being moved too soon. 
If they lay a broom down on the ice, it means that two rocks need to be measured.

Stand on the backboard or on the hog line, so you won’t distract your opponent.

To keep the game moving, always start to put your rock into place as soon as your opposing team 
member has thrown. Do not wait until their rock has reached the other end.

Vices

Suggest shots to your skip.

Watch the ice; you may see something 
your Skip hasn’t seen.

Let the Skip put the broom down for  
his/her	own	ice.

Never leave the house on take-outs. You 
must watch the line, and look for rocks 
that may spill onto the adjacent sheet.

Look for more than one shot.

Anticipate draw, and call for brushing 
accordingly.

Vices are responsible for measuring.  
Always measure when in doubt.

Skips

When standing at the opposite end, keep broom off the ice and stand still.

Try to decide what you will do if opponent makes or misses their shot.

Tell your lead and second what you are proposing to do.

Rocks should be stopped before hitting the hacks but not while still in play in the house.

Animated	or	loud	chatter	is	very	distracting	to	the	opposing	Skip.	Be	courteous.
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Curling Tips and Information
The Skip’s Signals

It should be pointed out that it is not unusual for different skips to have different signals for the same 
shot, and you have to become accustomed to the requests of your own skip, however, that said, 
these are generally accepted signals in common use.

FOR A CLOCKWISE TURN:	The	skip	extends	his/her	right	arm	horizontally.	(player’s	left).

FOR A COUNTER-CLOCKWISE TURN:	The	skip	extends	his/her	left	arm	horizontally	(player’s	right).

FOR A GUARD: The skip will pat the ice with the broom where the guard is to stop.

FOR A DRAW SHOT: The skip will draw the broom along the ice in a curve toward 
the place where the rock should stop, and will generally pat the ice on that spot.

FOR A TAKE-OUT SHOT: The skip will pat the rock to be taken out and 
swing the broom backward. If the shot to be taken out is to be hit on the 
side for a roll, he will pat the side of the rock to be hit.

TO WICK AND ROLL: The broom is passed alongside the side of the rock on 
which the wick is to be made. The skip will tap the ice where the roll should end up.

TO FREEZE A SHOT: The Skip will draw the broom along the ice to the target rock and pat the ice 
in front of it.

FOR A RAISE: The	skip	holds	up	the	broom	horizontally,	and	the	distance	between	his/her	hands	is	
the approximate amount the rock must be raised.

TO SWEEP: The skip usually communicates verbally.

TO STOP SWEEPING:	The	skip	either	holds	up	his/her	hand	and/or	communicates	verbally.	

Glossary of Curling Terms

BACK RING: The portion of the 8-foot and 12-foot rings behind the tee-line.

BITER: A rock that barely touches the outer edge of the 12-foot circle.

BLANK END: A scoreless end with no rocks in the rings.

BOARD WEIGHT: The amount of weight required to 
carry the rock to the far end of the sheet.

DRAW: Can apply to several things, but during 
play it refers to the amount the rock will swing.

DRAW WEIGHT: The force required on a stone 
for it to reach the house (circles) at the far end.

END: That portion of a game that is completed when each team 
has thrown 8 stones.  
A game consists of a specific number of ends, usually 8 or 10.

FREEZE: A shot on which an attempt is made to have a moving stone come to the face of a 
stationary stone and stop without moving the stationary stone.

FRONT RING: The portion of the 12 foot circle that is in front of the tee-line.

GUARD: A stone that is placed in position so that it can protect another.

HACK: Foothold from which the rock is delivered.

HACK WEIGHT: A stone delivered with a weight that would carry the stone past the far back line 
and stop at the hack.



HEAVY: A stone thrown with more weight than the skip called for.

HEAVY ICE: Ice that offers more than the normal amount of resistance to a 
curling stone in motion.

HOG LINE: A line 10 meters from the hack at each end of the ice. To be in play, 
a rock must completely cross the hog line at the far end.

HOUSE: The four rings (circles) towards which rocks are delivered.

IN-TURN: The rotation imparted to a stone that starts it turning clockwise.

RAISE: When one rock is bumped ahead by another.

KEEN ICE: When the ice surface is such that less than the normal amount of friction exists between 
the stone and the ice.

ICE: The distance between the skip’s broom and the rock or target area, determined by the amount 
of draw anticipated.

LIGHT: A stone delivered with less than the weight required to complete the desired shot.

LOST TURN, OR DEAD HANDLE: A stone that did not maintain the original rotation applied to it.

NARROW: A rock delivered inside the intended path or target, i.e. the skip’s broom at the far end.

OUT-TURN: The rotation imparted to a stone that starts it tuning in a counter-clockwise direction.

PEBBLE: A fine spray of water applied to a sheet of curling ice before commencing play.

PORT: An opening between two stones that is large enough to allow passage of another stone.

RINK: A team of four curlers.  
Also the building in which the game is played.

ROLL: The movement of a curling rock after it has 
struck a stationary rock in play.

RUB (OR TICK): To barely touch another rock  
while passing it.

SHEET: The ice upon which curling is played.

SHOT ROCK: At any time during an end, it is the 
rock closest to the button.

STRAIGHT HANDLE: A rock thrown without either 
a clockwise or a counter-clockwise rotation.

SWEEPING: To brush in front of a moving stone with a curling broom.

SWINGY ICE: Ice on which the draw of a stone is greater than normal.

TAKE-OUT: Removal of a stone from the playing area by 
hitting it with another stone.

TEE-LINE: Line that passes through the center of the 
house that runs at 90° to the centreline.

WEIGHT: The momentum imparted to a curling stone in 
delivery.

WICK: To strike a slight portion or edge of another rock 
causing the thrown rock to veer off course.

WIDE: A rock delivered outside the intended path or target. 
i.e. the skip’s broom at the other end.

WRECKED SHOT: A shot that accidentally bounces off a 
rock in front of the house.

RUMOUR: Some women 
prefer curling 
to sex
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